						        Name: ___________________
Oedipus the King
Guided Questions for Day One
1.) Are there any signs of Oedipus’s pride right from the very beginning of the play? What are your opinions of him so far as a ruler? Cite TWO textual examples from the play. (4 points-2 for each example and 2 for each quote)






2.) How can we already tell that this play is going to be a tragedy? What is “tragic” about it. (4 points-2 for each well explained example)





3.) Describe the irony involved with sight in the play so far. Why is it ironic that Tiresias can see Oedipus’s future but he cannot? Find another quote from the play so far in which it is clear Oedipus does not truly “see” what is going on. (4 points-2 for describing the irony and 2 for how Oedipus does not “see”)





4.) “I have sent Creon, my brother-in-law to the prophetic oracle, Apollo, to find out by what action or speech, if any, I may rescue Thebes” (p. 4). How does this quote show Oedipus’s character? Also, what does it show us about Greek culture or beliefs? (4 points-2 for describing Oedipus’s character and 2 for showing Greek culture)







5.) Make a prediction for the rest of the play. You may think about but are not limited to these questions: Will Oedipus save Thebes? What is it that Tiresius knows about Oedipus’s life? Do the people of Thebes like Oedipus as a King or will they revolt against him?






